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Basic education
9 years

- Preprimary education

- Early childhood education

and care

Licentiate & PhD
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Master’s

Bachelor’s

Finnish education has no dead-ends 

Further 
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VET)

Employment in the real working life

Vocational skills
and qualifications

Competence based evaluation

Authentic projects with companies

Work based learning

Entrepreneurial learning environments

On-the-job learning

Networking

Recognition of prior learning

Working life

Integration
into the 
labour 
market

Personalised
study paths



Success factors of Finnish

education

www.oep.fi

Equal access  

to high quality,  

learner-

centered  

education

Qualified  

teachers with  

university-level  

degrees and  

work  

experience

Smart learning  

environments,  

diverse  

learning  

methods,  

supporting all  

learners in  

reaching their  

full potential

Learning  

linked to the  

real world  

promoting  

creativity and  

problem  

solving

Flexible study  
paths  
promoting  
lifelong  
learning for all

National core curricula
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http://www.oep.fi/


Lifelong learning for all

The Finnish Government’s ten-
year program for education 
envisions that

Finland is a country 
encouraging people to 
continuously learn something 
new.

Updating skills and reaching a 
higher level of education 
promotes the renewal of Finnish 
society and equal opportunities. 


