
 

 
Language-aware teaching – tips for teachers 

  
It is important to be aware of what kind of language and vocabulary you use. While you cannot com-
pletely avoid using complex and long professional terms in teaching, being aware of this fact allows you 
to take them into consideration and explain the terminology to students in an illustrative and clear 
manner. Here are some tips on how to teach a language-learner in a language-aware manner. 
  
  

1. Use clear spoken language! 
  

Use easy-to-understand language, i.e. avoid idiomatic sayings and phrases and excessively long words. (But 
be sure to explain relevant ones.) Speak slowly enough and enunciate clearly, but avoid overdoing it: talk 
like you would to an adult and keep in mind that it is also important for a language-learner to learn to un-
derstand genuine speech that people use in normal situations. Try to leave out anything unnecessary. 
 

Remember that there is nothing bad about loan words! Often it may be easier for a language-learner to re-
member words like visio and missio than tavoite and tehtävä. 

  
2. Illustrate your language and provide concrete instructions! 

  
Concretise things by using examples, comparisons, etc. and use pictures, videos, drawings and colours. Re-
member to also put emphasis on the correct syllable and include any necessary pauses. Repetition is im-
portant – especially with new things. Be sure to also use expressions and gestures to support what is being 
said! 
  

You should always provide instructions both verbally and in writing: use short, clear sentences. (You can also 
list instructions on the board in short form.)  

  
3. Correct by repeating things yourself! 

 

Language-learners usually want to be corrected, so do not be afraid of hurting someone’s feelings, for exam-
ple. However, you should always ask for confirmation of whether the language-learner wants to be cor-
rected. Additionally, one of the best ways of correcting someone is to repeat the word/form correctly your-
self. While you do not need to correct everything, nor should you, any repeated mistakes or mistakes that 
could cause misunderstandings should be straightened out. 

  
4. Confirm understanding! 

  
A language-learner may be quick to claim that they understood something, even when they did not. (They 
might be too embarrassed to admit it, or think that everyone else understood so there must be something 
wrong with them for not understanding.) As such, it is a good idea to confirm understanding by, for exam-
ple, asking students to tell you what you just said or what they should do next. 

  
5. Take professional terminology and the different aspects of language proficiency into account! 

  



 
Even if a language-learner’s language skills are already good, they may have difficulties with professional 
terminology. It is a good idea to make a list of key terms on the board during classes, for example, and re-
peat and review the terms from time to time. 

  

Sometimes a language-learner whose spoken language is already good may have difficulties with written 
language – or vice versa. In other words, do not assume that someone who speaks fluently is equally good 
at understanding what they read or hear. 

 
  
6. Explain lesson structures and remember repetition! 

  
You should write the structure of upcoming lessons on the board, for example. This will help learners to bet-
ter picture new things during classes and how they relate to the overall course. It is a good idea to start each 
lesson with a review of the previous lesson: what you did, what you remember of it, and it is also a good 
idea to end lessons with a review: what we did today and what we learned. Reviews should preferably be 
interactive, meaning that you should allow the students to look back, reflect and answer questions. 

  
7. Put some effort into materials! 

  
Lesson materials should be as illustrative as possible (see point 2), meaning that they should include plenty 
of pictures, colours, videos and graphs, etc. It is important to make sure that materials only include the most 
relevant points – everything ‘extra’ that is not explained in detail should be left out. While you cannot – and 
should not – completely avoid professional terminology, if a complex term has a simpler alternative term, 
you should use it (sometimes in parallel with the more complex one). Try to use short sentences and leave 
out unnecessary non-finite clauses, for example.  

  
8. Promote participation and activity! 

  
You should ask students questions and request opinions and comments from them whenever possible. If the 
topic being covered ‘forces’ you to adopt a teacher-steered approach, you should still occasionally hold pair 
or group discussions to get the students talking and to give them some much-needed breathers: when the 
topic is difficult and there are a lot of things being covered, there is a limit to how much students can take 
on board, regardless of how motivated they are. Give the learners time to talk and encourage them! 

  
9. Remember cultural differences! 

  
It is important to remember that misunderstandings are not always the result of poor language skills, but 
can also stem from cultural differences. If, for example, a student does not seem very active or show initia-
tive, it may be because they are used to waiting the teacher’s ‘orders,’ for example.  

  
10. Remember the following as well! 

  
1. If possible, you should occasionally read texts out loud. 
2. Group concepts together and define them with examples. 
3. You should write keywords on the board as they come up – or you can write the lesson’s keywords on 

the board at the start and say that these are the concepts that we will learn today. 
4. Encourage students to talk and ask them assisting questions when necessary, for example. 
5. Provide time for processing: after a question, wait long enough for even the slowest learners to think 

about what was asked before answering. 



 
  
 
 

  
 

Keep in mind that simple language not only helps language-learners,  
but greatly benefits other students as well! 

 


